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ALL ENEMIES is a timely work of prospective
historical and political fiction. In 2020, Alex
Morrison, adopted as a child from Kazan,
Russia, sparks a constitutional challenge as
the first immigrant to run for vice president.
When the two nations of his life appear des-
tined for a catastrophic showdown,
Morrison learns how thin the line can be
between friend and enemy.
PublishAmerica  $34.95
1592865518

FICTION

The headline in a prominent Washington
D.C. newspaper is supposed to make Jill’s
career as an investigative reporter. But it
unleashes a frightening series of events that
threaten to bring her—and her whole
family—down in THE CHASE.
Revell  $12.99
0800759346

MYSTERY

In the Newbery Honor Book A CORNER OF

THE UNIVERSE, best-selling author Ann M.
Martin unfolds a compelling and heart-break-
ing story about family secrets, growing up and
unexpected friends. Also available from Ann
M.Martin in paperback—Belle Teal.
Scholastic Press  $5.99
0439388813

Belle Teal  $5.99  0439098246

NEWBERY HONOR

Critically acclaimed author Bonnie
Hearn Hill brings you her enthralling
new story ripped from today’s headlines.
When the spokesmodel for Killer Body
Weight Loss suddenly disappears, the
frantic search is on for a replacement.
But the new hopefuls soon learn that
some people will die for a KILLER BODY.
Mira Books  $23.95
0778320162

MYSTERY

REFERENCE
Getting paid to write is every aspiring
scribe’s dream, but WRITING FOR QUICK

CASH gives writers the tools and resources
to make it reality. From researching poten-
tial clients to negotiating maximum pay
rates, writers will learn every conceivable
strategy for generating a steady flow of
rewarding assignments that pay real money.
AMACOM  $14.95
0814471994

SELF-HELP

“If you want to understand the meaning of
Christlike kindness in a practical way, this book
will teach you how simple changes in your atti-
tude and your actions can make an incredible
difference in the lives of those around you.”
—Rick Warren, author of A Purpose-Driven Life
Revell  $10.99
080075879X

CHRISTIAN LIVING

You can achieve lasting power over life’s
trials in IN PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS. Medical,
behavioral and scriptural strategies help
you break the grip of depression, fear,
stress, anger or discouragement.
Revell  $19.99
0800718518

HCI BOOKS

$12.95           0757301401 $18.95          0757301975

The Perfect Gift for Showers,
Weddings and Anniversaries!

CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE BRIDE’S SOUL SPECIAL GIFT EDITION

includes illustrations, journaling pages and a beautiful satin
ribbon for marking your favorite stories.

For three friends, what begins as a class
assignment of writing to pen pals quickly
turns into spy missions, mistaken identi-
ties, and some really excellent kissing in
THE YEAR OF SECRET ASSIGNMENTS*, a
hilarious follow-up to the bestseller
Feeling Sorry for Celia.
Arthur A. Levine  $16.95
0439498813
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MUSIC
Ain’t got nothin’ but love babe:
the Beatles invade America
BY ROBERT L. DOERSCHUK

Whether you’re old enough to have lived through Beatlemania or
young enough to know only that one of these guys went on to play
in Wings, Martin Goldsmith offers new twists on a fascinating sub-
ject in The Beatles Come to America. In this reflective account of the
Beatles’ explosive arrival on the U.S. music scene in 1964, Goldsmith
digs into the tale with such attention to detail that its freshness
seems never to have faded. Discovering what went into designing
the stage set for the Beatles’ first appearance on The Ed Sullivan
Show, for instance, makes clear how portentous that broadcast
turned out to be.

The story is put into a personal context as the author inserts himself into the
narrative, both as a teenager bearing witness and an adult now looking back with

some perspective. The opening pages, for example, take us along on
his pilgrimage to Liverpool on a recent summer day. Where the
Britney generation might see an unremarkable urban panorama,
Goldsmith finds evidence of miracles—a street called Penny Lane, a
dank reliquary in the shadows of the Cavern Club—and, briefly but
gloriously, bonds with a couple of Russians drawn on their own hadj
to the center of Strawberry Fields.

This magic blows through the book, past delightfully obscure
anecdotes and insightful reflections that present the Beatles as both
a tonic for the malaise that followed the Kennedy assassination and
a harbinger of the feminist revolution. When the Fab Four, a little
bewildered at what they had just unleashed, wave goodbye to
America and fly back home, Ringo wonders, “How in the world are
we ever going to top this?” Even the four “mop-topped lads” them-
selves had no idea how lasting their appeal would be. In the last
chapter, Goldsmith takes us back to where it all began, to an
epiphany so unexpected and yet so appropriate that we are left won-
dering how it could have been any other way than it was—a world
changed, forever and for better, by song. ❦

Robert L. Doerschuk of Nashville is the former editor of Musician magazine.

The Beatles
Come to America
By Martin Goldsmith
Wiley, $18.85, 208 pages
ISBN 0471469645

INTERVIEW
A sure bet

Jennifer Crusie’s rollicking romance hits the jackpot
BY ALLISON BLOCK

F or romance novelist Jennifer Crusie, inspiration for a new book is as inexplic-
able as love itself. “I can’t tell you where my ideas come from,” says the Ohio
resident, whose sharp wit and keen insight into human nature are showcased

in such best-selling titles as Fast Women and Faking It. “They just show up.” The
author of 15 books, Crusie has learned to trust her instincts, knowing better than
to dismiss those “aha!” moments, no matter how or where or when they appear.“If
something comes knocking at the door,” she says, “I let it in.”

From lovable, flawed men to a mother who counts every celery stick
that passes her lips, colorful characters abound in Crusie’s new novel, Bet
Me. In a word, these characters are real. At the story’s center is Min Dobbs,
a smart, spirited insur-
ance executive who for-
ever laments her ample
body’s swerves and
curves. Society’s obses-
sion with thinness is a
hot button for Crusie,
and one she pushes fre-
quently. “American cul-
ture is so soaked with the
ideal of feminine beauty
being about 40 pounds
underweight,” Crusie says.“Min is healthy, with a good attitude, but every
once in a while she gives into the pressure and begins to think she’s fat.”

From the start, Crusie tackles the weight issue with characteristic levity.
When Min tries to make chicken marsala without olive oil, the results bor-
der on the inedible. Crusie’s message is clear: in cooking, as in romance,
there’s no substitute for the real thing. “Cooking and love are very similar,” she
says, “You invest a lot of time in each, and you get out of it what you put into it.”
On a deep level, Min’s repeated efforts to render a low-cal version of the rich
Italian dish are attempts to deny who she really is—a vibrant, full-bodied woman.

In Bet Me, handsome Calvin Morrisey is not smitten with Min at first sight; he
only notices her striking blond and redheaded friends. When he asks her out, the
cynic in Min suspects it’s simply to win a wager placed by two of his pals (that’s the
“bet” in Bet Me). But as Cal falls in love, he begins to see Min as beautiful. While
his transformation may seem like a fantasy to some women, Crusie insists such
men really exist, and that finding them isn’t as difficult as pop culture would have
us think. “A lot of men may be trained by society to go for the Victoria’s Secret
model,” says Crusie.“But let’s face it: they don’t marry the Victoria’s Secret model.”

Though praised by critics for her wicked wit, Crusie hardly considers herself
the queen of quips. “I’ve never deliberately written to be funny—nobody slips
on a banana peel in my books,” she says. “I think my characters just have a par-
ticular kind of sense of humor. They use it the way a lot of people do, to cope
with the absurdities of life.” When people make a list of things they seek in a
partner, a sense of humor is always in the top five, says Crusie. “Instinctively
people know that those with an ability to see the humor in a situation are men-
tally sound; they can roll with the punches.”

Frank feedback from longtime friend and critique partner Valerie Taylor

helps Crusie keep her own life—and prose—in perspective. “We’ve been work-
ing together for so long now, I don’t know if I could write a book without her,”
she says. Taylor’s assessments can be both brilliant and blunt. “There was a sen-
tence in Bet Me, where Valerie wrote in the margin: ‘Who wrote this, your rep-
tile brain?’ It was really a bad sentence, and I thought: ‘Oh hell, she’s right.’ ”

Recently, Crusie has also teamed up with her 29-year-old daughter Mollie, a
production assistant in the film industry. The two hope to adapt one of

Crusie’s books into a screenplay. The business
partnership is worlds away from Mollie’s college
days, when she’d sit around with her friends,
laughing as they read steamy passages from her
mother’s books. “Her friends would say, ‘Your
mom wrote that . . . that’s so cool!’” remembers
Crusie.

Beyond those well-phrased fits of passion, what
makes romance novels so popular? It’s the one
genre where you are guaranteed to find a woman
at the center, says Crusie. “Romance novels are an
affirmation, an antidote to all that stuff on TV,
where the woman is the assistant D.A., and the
story is really about the D.A., who’s a man. Or the
woman gets kidnapped and raped and tortured.”
In those shows, even when a woman is in a posi-
tion of authority, they still make her a bimbo on
the side. “That doesn’t happen in romance. She’s
never on the side. She may be a bimbo,” says
Crusie with a laugh, “but it’s her story.”

A self-proclaimed “narrative junkie,” Crusie
advises aspiring romance writers to read everything they can get their hands
on. “Story is so phenomenally interesting,” says Crusie, who holds two master’s
degrees in English literature and has completed everything but her dissertation
in the Ph.D. program at Ohio State. “The first thing you say when you sit down
with somebody you haven’t seen in a while is, ‘tell me what’s happening.’ It’s so
basic to the human condition.” Among Crusie’s favorite writers: Dorothy
Parker, Margery Allingham, Georgette Heyer and Terry Pratchett.

Crusie is currently at work on a murder mystery in the spirit of Agatha Christie
(she wrote her first master’s thesis on women in mystery
fiction), and a ghost story. While her tales may center on
specters or suspense, Crusie will always write through the
prism of romance.“It’s such an elastic genre, you can put
anything into it,” she says. And there’s never a shortage of
material about the rocky
road to love. “Dating is
so full of pitfalls,” says
Crusie. “That’s why it
makes such good fiction
fodder.” ❦
Allison Block writes from
La Jolla, California.

Bet Me
By Jennifer Crusie

St. Martin’s, $22.95, 384 pages
ISBN 0312303467 

Also available on audio
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